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Knowing the Shepherd’s Voice 
 

Text: John 10:4 
Old Testament: Psalm 23 

New Testament: John 10:1-10 
 

 America is a religious supermarket.  Americans pick and choose from 

a shelf full of religions.  There are hundreds of religions appealing to us.  

Each promises a path to a better life.  They have salesmen and women. 

Most of these voices we’ve never heard because we hear Jesus.   

But they call out to us, nonetheless.  More importantly, they’re 

enticing our children, youth, and twenty-year olds to follow them.  

These voices glowingly talk about alternative gods to Jesus Christ.  

Democracy permits them to be heard.  A nation based on people’s choices 

rather than God’s will allows their message to be broadcast.   

Some of these alternative gods are deities in the traditional sense.  

They personify divine power that is to be followed and obeyed.  Shiva, the 

Prophet Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius are examples of alternative 

religions in America.  So is Satan and witchcraft.   

All of these deities have followers who could become your son or 

daughter’s roommate in college, next-door neighbor when they buy their 

home, or their co-worker.  They could be the parents of your child’s best 

friend, or the crowd that includes your child. 

I once had a grandmother from the church I served who attended a 

wedding of a niece in Indiana.  She said the wedding had no mention of 

God, or Jesus.  The priest prayed to the earth, wind and fire – elemental 
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forces of nature.  At the top of the sanctuary she entered were the words:  

Pagan Temple.  She was puzzled by what she had experienced.  She had 

experienced the fruit of the religious supermarket of America. 

Other religions have gods in a non-traditional sense that we might 

not consider a religion.  Socialism, communism, and capitalism describe 

economic theories.  But each has a different belief about the god Mammon.  

We recognize this god because Jesus refers to it as the worship of wealth or 

money in Luke 16. 

Mammon is not a secular concept.  Mammon describes a religious 

belief that inspires educational and vocational choices which deny 

worshipping God through Jesus Christ. 

Then, there’s the god of ourselves – what is called secular humanism.  

This religion worships ourselves.  At humanism’s best, it worships reason.  

Humanism believes the human intellect is the basis for a good life, a 

prosperous life.     

At its worst, humanism is narcissism.  It demands its own way and 

rejoices in its entitlement to do what it wants, when it wants, wherever it 

wants.  Narcissism is a childish religion that takes no responsibility for its 

impulses and demands on others.   

 Many Americans create their own religion.  They pick and choose 

from what interests them. It isn’t uncommon for church members to say 

they believe in astrology, worship at the altar of Mammon, and believe in 

themselves rather than God. 
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Based on what we hear, most people believe in luck. Why else would 

we say, “Good luck!”   What an interesting thing for Christians to say when 

the word luck is derived from the Norse god Loki.  Loki was a cunning 

trickster who changed his form and sex to betray unsuspecting people.  

A supermarket is a place of many choices.  A variety of produce is 

sold in supermarkets.  For young people in America, religion is another 

commodity to choose – like brands of cereal, various vegetables, or 

different types of meat in the deli.   

Jesus Christ is just one voice among many who are speaking to our 

teens and young people. 

 The challenge for them is to hear Christ’s voice – and only His voice in 

the religious supermarket.  This is not a new development since prayer was 

banned in public schools. It has always been a problem for young people.   

The Lost Generation began in 1880.  It gave us people like Adolph 

Hitler and the professor of liberation and free love, Herbert Marcuse.  The 

Greatest Generation who fought the second World War had the Playboy 

preacher, Hugh Hefner.  The Silent Generation born just before World War 

II had Anton Levy, who gave us the Satanic Bible.  It was little more than a 

recasting of Alistair Crowley’s occult teaching, who was born during the 

Romantic Era of Victorian England before the Lost Generation. 

We could go backwards from there to historically trace other 

challenges to Christian faith, including Reformation preaching about free 

will.  Each has threatened generational acceptance of faith in Jesus Christ.   
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 A supermarket of religious beliefs has always existed.  It was what 

Jesus faced when He walked the earth. 

 When Jesus spoke to His disciples, they were aware of the alternative 

religions around them.  The Egyptians and Greeks had their deities, just like 

the Romans.  When they were in Babylon, the Jews learned about the 

Sumerian and Babylonian deities.  When they entered the Promised Land 

God’s chosen people ran into the Canaanites and their gods of fertility. 

 Then there was Judaism and its Pharisees.  Jesus’ followers were 

Jewish.  Jesus was Jewish.  But Jesus did not hear the Pharisees following 

God leadership along the paths of righteousness.  He called them thieves 

and bandits. 

 Jesus Father’s voice spoke words of compassion better than 

Judaism’s leaders.  Gods’ voice spoke words of human decency and respect 

better than other deities.  God is not the god of wealth and prosperity.  

Neither is God an object of sexual desire.  Jesus proclaimed the one true 

God’s purpose of abundant life for all!  No other deity spoke like God.  

Jesus’ voice was recognized as God’s voice of abundant life!   

      I. 

 Jesus’ voice was that of the shepherd who feeds the flock.  Every 

animal recognizes the voice of those who feed them.  They’re loyal to the 

voice of those who feed.  That voice protects them from danger.  

 Caring for a flock breeds familiarity among sheep and shepherd. The 

shepherd learns sheep can eat food that sickens them.  The sheep learn 

through the shepherd’s care for them that he will give them good food.   
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The shepherd feeds the flock good food them keeps them healthy. 

Jesus used his voice to lead His flock to the good food when he 

taught them about the human condition.  Humans are blessed with many 

gifts by God.  But they take nourishment from food that would sicken them 

with God.  They don’t always eat from good pastures.  People are 

independent and will go their own way to consume a temporary desire that 

is dangerous for them. 

They need a shepherd to give them good food.   The shepherd will 

always be there with good food.  The good shepherd knows where good 

food is found.  Jesus is the good shepherd who is vigilant over the sheep. 

When people consume teaching that defies God’s instruction, they’re 

following the desires and passions of sin.  When people sin, they give up 

worshipping God and worship a god of their desire.  Everyone sins and is 

tempted by desire of food that harms.  But Jesus, the good shepherd, calls 

them to follow Him to the green pastures in God’s way of living.  

 A youth who hears Jesus’ voice in his or her parents, grandparents, 

and Christ’s community of faith, will know Jesus’ voice.  He or she will 

recognize the truth in Christ’s teaching about sin.   That youth can look 

through the false claims made by religious competitors to Christianity and 

recognize them for what they are – the voice of the thief trying to take their 

life from them.  

That youth is fed by the truth in Christ’s assessment of the human 

condition.  That youth is led by Christ’s spiritual wisdom that will serve him 

or her throughout the rest of life. 
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 Jesus’ teaching about God protects us from life’s dangers.  Jesus 

doesn’t only teach about the existence of human sin.  Jesus shows through 

His personal life the impact of sin in religious people who don’t follow 

God’s purpose.   

 A teen who learns about sin can recognize sin’s impact in their life as 

a later in life.  He or she has been shown how to find protection from 

himself or herself, and others who are following beliefs and practices that 

don’t follow God’s voice in the world.  

II. 

 Jesus voice is heard by people of His flock because He never stops 

reaching out to save them!  Jesus’ drive to find the lost makes a lasting 

impression on people who experienced being recovered by their shepherd, 

Jesus later in life. 

 I served a church where a thirty-year-old came one Sunday who was 

not familiar.  The person didn’t have a church and had been away from 

church for a long time.  They had a grandfather who was a Presbyterian 

minister and parents who had taught the Bible to the person.  But the 

person had squandered an inheritance on drugs and addictions after the 

parents died. 

 When a child is lost, he or she will listen for a familiar voice.  A child 

who strays off in a store and becomes lost listens for the voice of a parent 

that recovers them from danger.  After entering the sanctuary, and hearing 

about Jesus during worship, the person felt back at home with God.   
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It wasn’t just the words of Jesus from the pulpit, it was the 

welcoming voices of church members sitting beside them in the pew.  It 

was the welcoming words of church members who gathered around the 

young person after worship was over, encouraging them to return. 

When Jesus’ voice is central to parents’ stewardship of their children, 

parents’ teach voice recognition of Jesus for their children.  Then, when a 

child or a teen becomes lost to Jesus, they will know the shepherd’s voice 

who is searching for them.  

 A teen or a youth who is found by Jesus after straying away from His 

voice, is impacted for the rest of his or her life by Jesus’ mercy.  It 

strengthens the resolve of such a young person to remain close to Jesus 

throughout the rest of their life. 

 III. 

 In America’s religious supermarket, it is easy for youth to stray from 

Jesus’ teachings.  Young people can be influenced by many religious 

viewpoints and create an eclectic religion of their own that is far from 

Christ’s teachings.  But when the voice of Christ is planted deeply in the 

subconscious of their heart by parents and His faith community,  they will 

know His truth, and remember the heavenly Father’s love, and will never 

be so lost that they won’t be found by their Lord and Savior. 

 It is up to us to faithfully represent Jesus’ voice when they come back 

to the Church.  Our voice must sound like Jesus’ voice.  Our words must 

sound like Jesus’ words.  Our example must be His example, so they will 

know their shepherd’s voice calling them back to the flock. Amen. 


