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The Light of the Spirit 

Text:  John 8:12 
Old Testament:  Numbers 11:16-30 

New Testament:  John 20:19-23 
 

 Pentecost is the day God sent His Spirit upon the followers of Jesus who 

were gathered in the Upper Room.  It was the moment the Church was born.   

Until the Church received the Holy Spirit, it lacked power to fulfill the mission 

Jesus gave His Church – to make disciples of all nations. 

 The Church needed spiritual power to transform people into Jesus’ 

disciples.  God’s light in the Holy Spirit overcame the culture of death that gripped 

the world.  God’s power in the Holy Spirit gave new life to believers in Jesus. 

 Jesus commissioned 70 disciples before His crucifixion to take the Good 

News into Galilee.  They had seen the Holy Spirit’s power in Jesus defeat evil 

spirits and demons when He proclaimed the Gospel.  They were shocked and 

amazed.  They were only 70 followers, not an army or a nation.  They were less 

than the members of Hillcrest United Presbyterian Church. 

 The resurrection was seen by only a few people.  There were 11 gathered in 

the Upper Room, a couple walking to Emmaus, or the 500 witnesses First 

Corinthians described.  Jesus did not stay with them to encourage them.  He 

ascended into heaven.   

He was only visible to a very few whom He selected to be His missionaries - 

Saul and Ananias, in Damascus.  The Holy Spirit helped people see the disciples 

had God’s miraculous power that Jesus had before His crucifixion to heal and 

bring people back from the dead. 
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Every deliverance, every healing, every raising from the dead, every vision 

fulfilled, every prophecy completed by the Holy Spirit transformed Jerusalem’s 

people to follow Jesus.  Ananias and Sapphira, the lame man at the Temple’s 

Beautiful Gate, Simon the magician, Dorcus, the Roman centurion - Cornelius, the 

Jewish magician and false prophet from Paphos - Bar-Jesus, the possessed slave 

girl from Thyatira, and the dozens who had been healed at Solomon’s Portico in 

Jerusalem were examples of the Holy Spirit’s work in the world. 

It changed the world! 

 The light of the Holy Spirit illuminated God’s intervention among the 

Apostles and the people the Apostles touched with God’s grace.  Without the 

Holy Spirit, Jerusalem would not have exploded into excitement and stories about 

Jesus’ resurrection that reached Pontius Pilate’s ears.  Without the Holy Spirit, 

Caiaphas and the High Priests of the Temple would have had no need to suppress 

Jesus’ name in public.   

 Jerusalem’s streets were ablaze with stories about Jesus.  They were lights 

of the Holy Spirit in a dark world.   

Pilate was so overwhelmed by what his centurions and legionnaires were 

hearing and seeing, he wrote the Emperor, Tiberius Caesar about the resurrection 

of Jesus.  Tiberius was impressed and went to the Roman Senate to have Jesus 

added among Rome’s deities.   

The Senate refused.  But the light of the Holy Spirit’s work was already 

enlightening the heart of the Roman Empire with God’s glory.  The Holy Spirit 

transformed ordinary followers of Jesus who had doubted Jesus’ resurrection, 

questioned Jesus’ resurrection, and denied Jesus.  They became men and women 

of power and courage who did miraculous deeds in Jesus’ name.   
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Pentecost was the beginning of the end of Judaism as it was practiced in 

the Temple of David in Jerusalem.  Pentecost was the beginning of the end of the 

Roman Empire’s protection by its gods and goddesses. 

 The light of the Holy Spirit was shining across the face of the planet from 

Jerusalem this Pentecost Day.  A new world was dawning. 

 Roman and Greek philosophers condemned Christians as ignorant people 

who foolishly gave up their lives for a superstition.   They discredited Christian 

loyalty to Jesus as unreasonable.  Life came from death – its illogical!   

 Their mockery of Christians failed to stop the Church’s growth.   The light of 

the Holy Spirit was enlightening the world. 

Roman emperors were threatened by Christians’ allegiance to Jesus.  They 

accused Jesus’ followers of sedition.  Their accusation justified suppressing the 

most powerful social movement in the world that was infiltrating Rome’s 

grandeur.  The name of Jesus Christ was changing Roman society.  The light of the 

Spirit shown amid the Empire’s darkness to reveal God’s face in Jesus Christ.   

The light of the Spirit brought hope. 

 Ordinary people, people without political power or public influence were 

shining Jesus Christ’s light with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Mothers and fathers, 

children and infants, grandfathers and grandmothers, without protection to 

defend themselves from the naysayers of the world aligned against them, bravely 

testified to the Holy Spirit’s power to bring new life.   

 The light of the Holy Spirit shone in their prayers from prison, their worship 

in catacombs, and their songs of praise in the Colosseum. 

 The Church, by the light of the Spirit converted the most powerful Empire 

on earth.  It lit the Mediterranean’s shores with Christ’s light.    
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 Ordinary people like us gave their lives for Jesus Christ.  It took over 300 

years for the Gospel to reach the farthest boundaries of Rome’s Empire and 

beyond.  But the Holy Spirit conquered the Empire. 

 The Emperor Constantine’s mother, Helena, was touched by the Spirit to 

embrace Christ’s light.  She received her son’s blessing to find Jesus’ birthplace, to 

discover Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, to find where Jesus was crucified.  She 

discovered each and the Cross of Jesus.  She built churches over the most sacred 

sites of Jesus’ life in the Holy Land as testimonies to the light of the Holy Spirit. 

 Those churches continue to stand today – in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

 The Church overcame powerful foes - well-armed enemies, intellectual 

adversaries, poverty and wealth, powerlessness and the powerful – to fulfill Jesus’ 

mission to make disciples of all nations.  All by the light of the Holy Spirit.  

Christianity’s light flowed from Jerusalem, to the northern shore of the 

Black Sea, from the islands of the Mediterranean, across the north coast of Africa 

to the Iberian Peninsula.  It spread from Jerusalem to Egypt, Ethiopia, Arabia, and 

the southwest coast of India within the lifetime of Jesus’ apostles.   

 The light of Jesus Christ overcame gods and goddesses of Mount Olympus, 

Rome, Persia, Egypt, India, Gaul, the Celts, Belgae, Germans, Lithuanians, 

Russians, Libyans, Tunisians, Sudanese, Bulgarians, Slavs, and Croats. 

 Tribal nations who had fought to the death since history was recorded were 

brought, one by one, into the Church of Jesus Christ.  Languages, cultures, and 

traditions that divided the earth were united in the Church by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  Christ’s mission reached our shores, the island of Japan, the Chinese 

mainland, Australia, and South America.   
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 The power of the Holy Spirit gives light amid the darkness of evil in the 

world.  It is the most transformational force in the course of human history.  

Neither artificial intelligence, robotics, nor DNA research can replicate or achieve 

what the Holy Spirit has accomplished in history. 

 The light of the Holy Spirit heals the broken hearted, opens the eyes of the 

blind, and raises up from the depths the defeated in the world by the name of 

Jesus Christ.  

 So where is the light of the Holy Spirit today, amid the COVID-19 pandemic?  

Where is the power of conviction, the power of transformation that overcomes 

the surrounding culture of death and frees us to be a testimony to Jesus Christ’s 

power to save the world? 

 The Holy Spirit’s power is here, in this sanctuary.  You have come despite 

the threat of the virus to bear witness to the Holy Spirit’s light in your hearts, in 

this congregation’s heart, in the heart of those who truly believe that Jesus Christ 

is Lord. 

 You are here despite warnings to do so.  You are here despite all the 

limitations and restrictions we have been given to protect ourselves from an 

unseen threat.  You are here because the power of the Holy Spirit unites His 

followers in praise and thanksgiving! 

 We pray for those brave men and women who are risking their lives to care 

for others with a testimony of faith, hope, and love in hospitals, emergency 

rooms, doctors’ offices.   They are acting with tremendous courage out of faith 

and duty to the healing power of God’s Spirit to transform the world. 
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 Future generations may remember their sacrifice, their unity before the 

face of death as a testimony to their medical knowledge and their diligence in 

safety precautions.  Those generations may not see how these faithful servants 

represent the power of life God has given the world in the light of Jesus Christ.   

 Physicians, nurses, doctors and health care workers, EMS staff, first 

responders are showing us in our time the power of the Holy Spirit to make new 

life out of death.  Lives are being saved, and new life is being given the world 

through the power of the Holy Spirit alive in our time. 

 When we gather in worship by faith, hope, and love to heal the sick, to 

overcome the threat of death in this world by the power of God’s blessing and 

grace, we are co-workers with the light of the Spirit serving Christ’s mission to 

unite the world. 

 May the Spirit’s light heal your heart, renew your spirit, and strengthen 

your resolve to use Christ’s power to change the world for God’s glory, that all the 

world might be saved!   

 Amen. 


